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Arizona regional Rainbow Family gathering, 1998 


in a missionary family. However, 

the United Methodist church and 
my dad’s SisBros community (see 
article, p.18) didn’t turn out to be my 
path. While I admire and respect 
Christians like the SisBros and their 
commitment to peace and justice, I 
found my own spiritual community 
at my first Rainbow Family Peace 
and Healing Gathering in 1981. 

It began as the vision of some 
refugees from the ’60s. They realized 
that the Haight-Ashbury experiment 
in neotribal community could only 
flourish if they took it back to the 
land, under the wholesome influence 
of the sky, far from the dominion of 
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media and money. They spent two 
years inviting the entire world to the 
first Rainbow Gathering in July, 
1972. Thousands of people showed 
up at Strawberry Lake, Colorado. 
They were met by a National Guard 
roadblock, and were only able to 
reach the site by hiking in. The hike 


became a tradition and the Rainbow 


Gathering became an annual 
reunion which has grown and 
matured to include three generations 
and spawned countless smaller gath- 
erings around the world. 

The Prime Directive of the Gath- 
ering is twofold: everyone is family, 
and everything is free. Volunteer 
parking crews greet the arriving mul- 
titude, who set up camp and join a 
crew themselves. Dozens of kitchens 
serve food. Kid Village provides a 
sanctuary for parents. Healers and 
medics stand by at the Center for 
Alternative Living Medicine. Camp- 
fire jams, drumming, talent shows 
and strolling minstrels create a lively 


night life. The heart of the Gathering 
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